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How to Use This Book
The Million Word Crossword Answer Book contains lists of possible crossword
answers that are three to seven letters long, based upon all possible combina-
tions of two known letters.

If you’re stuck on a puzzle answer of three, four, five, six, or seven letters, and
you know at least two of the letters in the answer, you’ll find a list of possible
answers in this book, no matter what those letters are.

The entries are arranged first by answer length (all the three-letters first, then the
fours, fives, etc.), then alphabetically by the two known letters (AA through ZZ),
then by position of the letters within the word (from the first two letters to the last
two letters).

Here’s how to get to the answer you’re looking for most quickly. Let’s say you’re
stuck on the clue “Christmas VIPs” that has a seven-letter answer, and you have
this partial answer: __ H E __ __ G __.

Since you have three letters of the answer, you first select which two letters to
look up. To give you the shortest list to select from, always select the two least
common letters that you have. So we’ll choose the H (2nd letter) and G (6th letter).

Finding the Pattern

Now, use the “thumb indexes” at the edge of each page to quickly find the list
you’re looking for: seven-letter words with 2nd letter H and 6th letter G.

Each thumb index has the number of letters on top, and the two key letters
underneath. Thus, the main body of the book starts with “3 CC” and ends with “7
ZT.”  The thumb index on left-hand pages has the two key letters for the first pat-
tern on the page; the thumb index on right-hand pages has the two key letters
for the last pattern on the page (very much like the thumb index of a regular dic-
tionary).

For this example, you’re looking for “7 HG,” so scan the thumb indexes until you
find it, or something close to it (like “7 HF” or “7 HH”). That will bring you to page
723.

Another Way to Find the Pattern

Alternatively, you can use the information at the top of each page to locate the
desired pattern. The top of every page in the main body of the book shows the
number of letters in the answers on that page.



vii
The guideword of every left-hand page shows the first pattern on the page and
the guideword of every right-hand page shows the last pattern on the page (very
much like the guidewords in a regular dictionary).

For this example, you’re looking for • H • • • G • , so scan the guidewords until you
find it, or something close to it (like H • • H • • •). This method will also bring you
to page 723.

Zeroing in on Your Answer

Next, scan the boldface in-column headers (which are always preceded by a blank
line) for the • H • • • G • list you’re looking for.

The list for • H • • • G • has these nine answers: CHICAGO, OHFUDGE, PHOTOGS,
THEBIGA, THEEDGE, THEHOGS, THEMAGI, THRONGS, THROUGH, ZHIVAGO.

Most of the time, the context of the clue will make it clear which of the answers is
the correct one, in this case the two-word phrase THE MAGI.

Pattern Page Layout

H••H•••7 Letter Words
HAULOFF
HEADOFF
HEAPSOF
HEARDOF
HEARSOF
HELDOFF
HENTOFF
HERSELF
HIMSELF
HIPROOF
HITSOFF
HIVEOFF
HOLDOFF
HOPSOFF
HUNGOFF

•HF••••
OHFUDGE

•H•F•••
CHAFERS
CHAFFED
CHAFFEE
CHAFFER
CHAFING
CHEFING
CHIFFON
CHUFFED
SHAFFER
SHAFTED
SHEFFER
SHIFTED
SHIFTER
SHOFARS

THUSFAR
WHARFED
WHATFOR
WHIFFED
WHIFFER
WHIFFLE

•H•••F•
CHOPOFF
SHERIFF
SHERIFS
SHONUFF
SHOOOFF
SHOWOFF
SHUTOFF
THEGIFT
THELEFT
WHATIFS

•H••••F
AHEADOF
AHOSTOF
CHOPOFF
SHERIFF
SHEWOLF
SHONUFF
SHOOOFF
SHORTOF
SHOWOFF
SHUTOFF
THEREOF
THESELF
THINKOF
THYSELF

SYDHOFF
UNSHIFT
UPSHIFT
WASHOFF

•••H••F
BIGHALF
DASHOFF
INAHUFF
ONEHALF
PUSHOFF
RUSHOFF
SAMHUFF
SYDHOFF
WASHOFF

••••H•F
NORTHOF
SOUTHOF

HG•••••
HGWELLS

H•G••••
HAGERTY
HAGGARD
HAGGISH
HAGGLED
HAGGLER
HAGGLES
HAGLIKE
HEGIRAS
HIGGINS
HIGGLED

HUGGING
HUGGINS
HYGELAC
HYGIEIA
HYGIENE
HYGINUS

H••G•••
HAGGARD
HAGGISH
HAGGLED
HAGGLER
HAGGLES
HANGARS
HANGBYS
HANGDOG
HANGERS
HANGING
HANGMAN
HANGMEN
HANGOFF
HANGOUT
HANGSBY
HANGSIN
HANGSON
HANGSUP
HANGTEN
HANGUPS
HAUGHTY
HEDGERS
HEDGIER
HEDGING
HEIGHHO
HEIGHTS

H••••G•
HAULAGE
HAVEAGO
HAYINGS
HAZINGS
HERBAGE
HEURIGE
HEXSIGN
HIDALGO
HIDINGS
HOSTAGE
HOTDOGS
HOWHIGH
HUMBUGS

H•••••G
HACKING
HAFTING
HAILING
HALFDUG
HALOING
HALTING
HALVING
HAMBURG
HAMMING
HANDBAG
HANDING
HANGDOG
HANGING
HARBURG
HARDING
HARKING
HARMING
HARPING

HODDING
HOGGING
HOLBERG
HOLDING
HOMBURG
HONKING
HOODING
HOOFING
HOOKING
HOOPING
HOOTING
HOPPING
HOPSING
HORDING
HORNING
HORNUNG
HORSING
HOSTING
HOUSING
HOWLING
HOWLONG
HUFFING
HUGGING
HULKING
HULLING
HUMMING
HUNTING
HURLING
HURTING
HUSHING
HUSKING
HUTTING
HYMNING
HYPOING

PHRYGIA
SHAGGED
SHANGRI
SHINGLE
SHINGLY
SHOTGUN
THEAGES
THOUGHT
THURGAU
WHANGED

•H•••G•
CHICAGO
OHFUDGE
PHOTOGS
THEBIGA
THEEDGE
THEHOGS
THEMAGI
THRONGS
THROUGH
ZHIVAGO

•H••••G
CHAFING
CHARING
CHASING
CHAWING
CHEFING
CHEWING
CHIDING
CHIMING
CHINWAG
CHOKING

GAHAGAN
JOHNGAY
LEHIGHU
MOHEGAN

••H••G•
REHANGS
REHINGE
UNHINGE

••H•••G
ACHTUNG
BEHRING
ECHOING

•••HG••
LITHGOW

•••H•G•
ACEHIGH
AIMHIGH
BIGHUGS
FLYHIGH
GASHOGS
HOWHIGH
IMAHOGG
JIMHOGG
MESHUGA
ONTHEGO
QUAHOGS
SKYHIGH
THEHOGS
TOOHIGH

MOSHING
MUSHING
NICHING
NOSHING
NOTHING
PISHING
PITHING
PUSHING
RUCHING
RUSHING
SASHING
SECHZIG
SIGHING
TITHING
WASHING
WASHRAG
WISHING

••••HG•
ROUGHGO

••••H•G
BEARHUG
BUSHHOG
MALEHOG
ROADHOG
SANDHOG
WARTHOG

HH•••••
HHMUNRO

H•H••••
HAHNIUM

7
HH

The in-column header
displays the pattern.

The answers correspon-
ding to the pattern are
listed alphabetically.

The guideword contains
the last pattern on right-
hand pages, and the first
pattern on left-hand
pages.

The thumb index
displays the number
of letters followed
the two key letters.


